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25 NORTH ROAD = CHELMSFORD, MA 01824

Tel: 978-256-2374 = Fax: 978-256-0122 = Religious Education: 978-256-3541 = www.saint-mary.org

Chlass Qbchadule
SATURDAY VIGIL ... 4:00pm
SUNDAY ......cocevvrirerenennn, 7:00am, 9:00am, 11:00am, 6:00pm
HOLY DAYS ..o As Announced
DALY ......... Monday thru Friday - 7:00am = Saturday - 9:00am
RECONCILIATION ...........cccevvenen. Saturday, 11:00am to 12:00pm
or by appointment
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION.........c.cooviriiririreenes Saturday following
the 9:00am Mass, until 12:00Noon
RECTORY HOURS ........... Monday thru Friday: 9:00am - 5:00pm

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE HOURS

............................ Monday thru Thursday*: 10:00am - 5:00pm
(CLOSED Friday)

*Please call for an appointment

Rarish Rastoral Qdiaff

Rev. Stephen Donohoe, Pastor
Rev. William S. Dunn, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Ron Lawson, Sr. Priest in Residence
Deacon Jack Bortz

Parish Finance Manager...........ccccovvrennnnnninenenns Paul Firicano
Director of MUSIC..........cooirirrieeescecce e Cathy Martin
Parish Office Manager/Secretary..........c.ccccoeviunnn. Mary Steiner
Stewardship Coordinator ...........ccccoeeeeviiiinricccrenne, Tina Sousa
Religious Education Director (Gr. K - 6).......... Heather Hannaway
Religious Education Office Manager...........c.ccco...... Elaine Kindler
Director of Youth Ministry ..........cccccooreninenns Matthew Marchand
Spiritual Direction...........cccovvevrvrereeccceeeennn, Francine Gagnon

O uleome Now Rarishioners

We extend to you a warm welcome to our parish community.
Please call the Rectory to introduce yourself and register.
We wish to know you and serve you.

(REBLA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

Directors: Deacon Jack Bortz & Carol Hanley

For adults interested in becoming Catholic and for Catholics
who have not been confirmed. Candidates meet weekly on
Tuesdays at 7:00pm.

Qbavrament of SBaptism

Baptism is celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the
month at 2:00pm and twice a month at Sunday Mass.
Baptism Preparation takes place on the 4th Sunday of
the month at 2:00pm in the Parish Hall. Please contact
the rectory, 978-256-2374 ext. 16, for arrangements.

Qbavrament of Aarriage

Please contact a parish priest or deacon at least eight
months prior to the wedding date. Marriage Preparation
is required.

Anointing of the Qick
Every Saturday following the 4:00pm Mass

God is Sust a Rrayer Away
If you would like to have prayers said for yourself
(| or a loved one, simply call The Prayer Line at the

Rectory, 978-256-2374, ext. 18.

OBulletin “Deadline - Please submit copy to Mary
Steiner at the Rectory by 6:00pm on Monday.

For families with small children, the Family Prayer Room
is located to the left of the Altar.



February 21, 2010

The Light is on For You

Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation

Wednesday Evening Confessions Across the
Archdiocese this Lent

On Wednesday, February 24, from 6:30 to 8:00pm, and on all
Wednesdays in Lent, we will be offering confessions here at St.
Mary Parish, together with all the Catholic parishes and chapels in
the Archdiocese of Boston. This outreach, called “The Light is On
for You,” and is an effort on the part of our Archdiocese to highlight
the importance of the sacrament of confession in the lives of Catho-
lics and to make it as easy as possible for every Catholic to come or
to return to this great source of God’s mercy and healing love. You
are welcome to come here or to go to any other Catholic parish or
chapel. The Archdiocese has set up a website,
www.thelightisonforyou.org, with lots of great material and videos to
help you prepare. Please make plans to come yourself and please
invite others to take advantage of this great opportunity to be recon-
ciled and begin anew your journey in faith this Lent.

St. Mary Parish will also offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation each
Friday during Lent, following the Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm.
Eucharistic Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, following the
9:00am Mass, with Reconciliation at 11am, is offered on Saturdays.

Mass Schedule for weekend of February 28

4pm  Altar Servers: J. Blake, D. Lapierre, B. Lapierre
EMHCs: J. Nevius, M. Branco, A. Beauregard
Lectors: R. Rock, C. Desfosse

7Tam  Altar Servers: C. McCarthy, M. McCarthy
EMHCs: G. Jarasitis, R. Noble
Lectors: C. Frassica, M. McCusker

9am Altar Servers: K. DeSilvio, N. DeSilvio, D. DeSilvio
EMHCs: M. Clayton, J. Knox, C. Rigazio
Lectors: J. Connolly, M. McKeown

Altar Servers: Ma. Andrews, Mo. Andrews, R. Boshar
EMHCs: C. Rideout, L. Desforge, ML O'Reilly
Lectors: G. Noonan, J. Peters

11am

6pm Altar Servers: S. Anderson, B. Martin, L. Cardonne
EMHCs: C. Anderson, M. Hood
Lectors: S. Oppedisano, C. Garrahan

rMczlgs InterCHGns

Saturday, February 20

4:00pm  Alexandra L. Ullom........cccccovvveinnnnen. 2nd Anniversary
Sunday, February 21

7:00am Pro Populo, For the People of the Parish
9:00am  Sophia Kijanka ..........cccccevreerriiiennnnns Memorial Mass
11:00am  James DeCKer ........cccovvreerrereerinirenenas 10th Anniversary

Monday, February 22
7:00am  Bridie O'RoUrKE.......ccccvverrrrirrecirrriees 18th Anniversary

Tuesday, February 23
7:00am For Members of the Sanctuary Fund

Wednesday, February 24

7:00am  Eurides Feltrin.........c.coovoervnicnninnnn 4th Anniversary
Thursday, February 25
7:00am  Rev. Richard F. Bocklage, SJ ................. Memorial Mass
Friday, February 26
7:00am  Rev. Thomas Buckley ..........ccccevrrrvrnnan. Memorial Mass
Saturday, February 27
4:00pm  Benjamin Capone...........ccoevrrrveererirnnns Memorial Mass
Sunday, February 28
7:00am Pro Populo, For the People of the Parish
9:00am  Clementina & Edward Menario

and Elvira Morey .......ccoovvvvvvnrnennnns Memorial Mass
11:00am  Betty Goodwin............cccceererrireererirnnens Memorial Mass
Funerals Rosemary Rodrigues (2/19/10)

William Tucker (2/20/10)

g‘ ", STEWARDSHIP
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!’n &£ of the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me.”
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Deuteronomy 26:10

This simple line from the Old Testament presents us with two chal-
lenges. First, do we bring God our first fruits — the best that we have
to offer? Second, do we remember that everything we have has
been given to us by God? We brought nothing into this world and
we can take nothing from it. So why not share what we have while
we are here?

OFFERTORY COLLECTION FY2010

Amount Amount
Collected  Budgeted Variance
Envelopes (rec’'d 392) $8,745
Loose Cash $3,685
Total - week of Feb. 14  $12,430 $15,300 ($2,870)
Fiscal YTD Offertory $503,034  $504,900 ($1,866)

(thru 33 of 51 weeks)

Please remember that the offertory is our main source of
funds for paying our daily operating expenses.

Thank you all for your generosity and Stewardship of Treasure.

Stations of the Cross followed by Reconciliation
will be held on Fridays during Lent at 7:00pm. All
are invited to a Lenten Meal, prior to Stations of
the Cross, on February 26 at 5:30pm in the hall.




First Sunday of Lent

Lenten Soup & Stations - On Fridays,
February 26t & March 5t there will be a simple Lenten meal of
soup, salad and bread provided by our Religious Education classes.
The meals are from 5:30-6:45pm. Stations of the Cross will follow
from 7:00-8:00pm in the Church followed by the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation. Please join us for fellowship & prayer. If you have any
questions or would like more information, please contact Heather
Hannaway at hhannaway@saint-mary.org or call 978-256-3541.

Attention All Sunday EMHC, Lectors, MC’s, and

Altar Servers - The Sunday Minister Availability form for
March/April has been emailed to Sunday ministers. Hard copies are
also available on the bulletin board outside the sacristy. Please
complete the form and return it to the file on the bulletin board or the
rectory by Sunday, February 21st. If you do not return an avail-
ability form, you will not be scheduled for March and April.

Thank you for your commitment to your ministry. Please contact
Tina Sousa at the rectory 978-256-2374 or tsousa@saint-mary.org,
if you have any questions.

Protecting God’s Children - A one-time workshop, Child
Abuse Prevention, or CAP training, is required for all volunteers.
St. Anne Parish, 75 King Street, Littleton, will be conducting a
workshop on Wednesday March 31 at 7:00 p.m. in St. Anne’s Parish
Hall. Volunteers from other parishes are welcome to attend. To
pre-register, please contact Michelle Hatch at 978-486-4100 or stan-
nes.rectory@verizon.net.

St. Margaret Parish in Lowell will be hosting a training session on
Monday, March 22 at 6:30pm. To register, contact Debbie McAn-
drews at 978-454-5143 or dmcandrews@parishmail.com

Saint Patrick ’s Day Dinner Save the
date...Saturday, March 13th. The Saint Mary So-
cial Committee will be having their annual Saint
Patrick's Day Dinner after the 4pm Mass. Tickets
will be sold after Masses the weekend of February
26 & 27 and March 6 & 7; $15 for adults, $7 for children (hot dogs
and chips will be available as an alternate to the traditional
corned beef & cabbage). Last year was a great success; we hope
to see you there!!
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The Catholic Book Club will meet after the
6:00pm Mass on Sunday, February 28, 2010 in the
Family Prayer Room. This month's selection is Christ
the Lord Out of Egypt by Anne Rice. All are welcome.

You are invited to A Baby Shower! Please join us,
the Family Life Council at St. Mary Parish, for a baby shower to
benefit The Pregnancy Care Center and My Father's House which
provide help for women who choose to have their babies in spite of
difficulties. We will be collecting unwrapped items for these organi-
zations each Sunday until March 14t when we will celebrate in the
hall with refreshments following the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Masses.
A list of items needed is available at the Family Life Council page of
the St. Mary website, www.saint-mary.org.

A Message from the Youth Minister:

Youth Ministry is more than a job to me, it is a vocation. Every day |
come to work | am echoing the call of Christ to the rich young man,
calling each young person to the perfection of following Christ more
closely. Each time | repeat the call to others, | hear more clearly
God's own call for me. This is why | have completed an application
to join religious life with the Salesians of Don Bosco. This is an
order of priests and brothers that devotes its ministry to the care and
education of youth around the world. Optimistically, | will be ac-
cepted in early April and will begin with them in August of 2010.

Though | have not been formally accepted, | am announcing my
application to the Salesians for two reasons. First, | hope to encour-
age all youth and adults who are hearing the call to religious life
(both men and women), diaconate, or priesthood, to respond boldly
to the call and to trust that the Lord will lead you on a path to perfect
happiness and fulfilment. Second, this will allow us to begin the
process of preparing for the future of the youth ministry program for
our parish. The work has already begun to help ensure a smooth
transition, continuity of programs, and to find the right person to
follow me should | be accepted.

| would ask you to pray for my vocation, the youth of Saint Mary’s,
and for many religious vocations from this Parish.

Yours in Christ,
Matt Marchand
Director of Youth Ministry

Blanket Drive - On the weekend of February 27 & 28, parish-
ioner Kate Hehn will be holding a blanket drive to benefit clients of
the Transitional Living Center in Lowell. Please bring new or gently
used and laundered blankets or sleeping bags. These items will be
collected in the garage following all Masses. Thank you for your
generosity!

Grade 6 Family Gathering Session

The Beauty of the Beatitudes
Saturday, February 27th, Parish Hall, 9:30-11:00am (1 Session)
The Covenant Players of New Eng-

oy . land Drama Ministry are joining us to
attltUdeS present an interactive performance

based on the Beatitudes. This gathering is for all grade 6 students,

parents & catechists. A parent is expected to attend with their child.

For more questions or information contact Heather Hannaway at

978-256-3541 ext. 32 or Email hhannaway@saint-mary.org.

Grade 1 Family Gathering Session -

Church Tour

Sunday, February 28th, Parish Hall, 1:00-2:30pm

Bring your child to a guided tour of St. Mary’s Church

to learn about Church, customs, symbols and eti-
quette. We will meet in the hall for a short presentation before we go
upstairs to the church.




SAINT MARY

CHELMSFORD

SAINT MARY PARISH
OPERATING BUDGET REPORT - FYR 2010
Report Period: July 1, 2009 - December 31, 2009

Budget 6 Month 6 Month
Plan Plan Actuals

ACCOUNT NAME
Revenue:
Offertory $780,000 $397,800 $398,500
National Collections 32,000 16,000 15,000
Religious Ed and
Youth Ministry 144,000 132,000 120,700
Sacramentals 27,000 13,500 12,700
Gifts/Bequests 25,000 12,500 10,300
All Other Revenue 74,000 31,500 29,000
TOTAL
REVENUE $1,082,000 $603,300 $586,200

The above summary for the second quarter of the fiscal year indi-
cates a $17,100 revenue shortfall, although the offertory collection
does show the 6 month actual slightly exceeds the 6 month plan .
Through 26 weeks of this fiscal year our weekly average is $15,327
versus a budgeted amount of $15,300. Total expenses to date are
below budget. Second quarter expenses continue to reflect lower
lay compensation and benefits and a savings in the general opera-
tional expenses for the rectory, office and lighthouse. The operating
budget also reflects the annual mandatory Archdiocesan School Tax
Assessment in the amount of $47,000. As in the past, St. Mary Par-
ish will once again equally distribute this tax to five local parish-run
Catholic elementary schools in Lowell. The five schools are: Im-
maculate Conception, Ste Jeanne d'Arc, St. Louis, St. Margaret, and
St. Michael. Continued support in the offertory collection during the
remaining six months of the fiscal year will be needed to avoid a
year end deficit in June 2010. Thank you, once again, for your con-
tinued support. Paul Firicano, Parish Finance Manager

& The Finance Council, St. Mary Parish

Lent and Easter Regulations

ABSTINENCE--Catholics over 14 years of age are bound to the
obligation of abstinence. Abstinence is to observed on all Fridays
of Lent. On days of abstinence, meat may not be used at all.

FAST--Catholics from 18 to 60 years of age are bound to the
obligation of fasting. Good Friday is a day of fast and on this day,
only one full meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, suffi-
cient to maintain strength, may be taken according to one's
needs. Together they should not equal another full meal. Eating
between meals is not permitted, but liquids are allowed.

During other week days of Lent, participation in daily Mass and
voluntary observance of fasting is recommended. Other com-
mendable practices are alms giving for the poor and needy, tradi-
tional Lenten Devotions like the Stations of the Cross and acts of
self-denial.

The Magnificat Lenten Companion is available
at Church entrances. Please, take one!

CALENDAR

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 - 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
o Family Mass - 9:00am - Church
o RCIA Rite of Sending - 9:00am - Church
o Grade 2 Religious Education - 10:00am - Hall
o Bible Study - 12:30pm - Family Prayer Room
o Baptism - 2:00pm - Church
 Grade 9 Confirmation | - 4:30pm - Hall
o Youth Mass - 6:00pm - Church
e S.N.AC.-7:00pm - Hall

o VBF Planning Meeting - 7:30pm - Conf. Rm. B

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22
e Gr. 7 Pre-Confirmation I- 5:00pm - Hall
e Gr. 8 Pre-Confirmation |- 6:00pm - Hall
o Gr. 9 Accelerated Confirmation - 7:00pm - Halll

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
e RCIA - 7:00pm - Conference Rm. B
e Arts & Environment Workshop - 7:00pm - Conf. Rm. A
o Bible Study - 7:00pm - Hall
o Teen Bible Study - 7:00pm - LHRm. 7

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
o Teen Choir Instrumental Rehearsal - 5:30pm - Church
¢ Youth Mass Music Group - 6:00pm - Church
¢ Reconciliation - 6:30pm - Church
o Lector Preparation Workshop - 7:00am - Conf. Rm. A
o Boy Scouts Troop 77 Meeting - 7:00pm - Hall
« Choral Singers - 7:15pm - Church
e Adult Contemporary Music Group Rehearsal - 8:15pm - Church

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25
o Rosary - 12:00Noon - Church
¢ Social Committee Meeting - 7:00pm - Conf. Rm. B

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
o Youth Choir | & Il Rehearsal - 4:00pm - Church
o Winds & Strings Rehearsal - 5:00pm - Church
o Lenten Meal - 5:30pm - Hall
« Holy Dodge Ball (Gr. 4 & 5) -6:00pm - St. John the Evangelist
 Holy Dodge Ball (Gr. 6-8) -7:00pm - St. John the Evangelist
o Stations of the Cross followed by
Reconciliation - 7:00pm - Church

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
o Eucharistic Adoration - Following the 9:00am Mass - Church
o Gr. 6 Family Gathering Session - 9:30am - Hall
o Table Ministry - 10:00am - Kitchen
» Reconciliation - 11:00am - Church
« Anointing of the Sick - Following 4:00pm Mass - Church
o Cub Scouts Blue & Gold Banquet - 5:00pm - Hall

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 - 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT
o Family Mass followed by Hospitality in the Hall - 9:00am - Church
o Bible Study - 12:30pm - Family Prayer Room
o Gr. 1 Family Gathering Session - 1:00pm - Hall/Church
o Baptism Preparation - 2:00pm - Hall
o Grade 10 Confirmation Il - 4:30pm - Hall
o Youth Mass - 6:00pm - Church
e SN.AC.-7:00pm - Hall




